


 A sumptuous Victorian iron 
bed, picked up for £20 at 
auction, is the focal point of 
the main bedroom and has 
been dressed in a vintage 
hand-stitched quilt and 
topped with cotton linen from 
The White Company (0870-
900 9555). Merry made  
the cushion covers herself 
from pieces of 1930s silk 
and the bedside tables were 
made from offcuts of oak

tones. The floors in the hallway 
and kitchen, though, are laid with 
polished black limestone tiles to 
inject a contemporary touch. To 
save money, Merry got out her 
sewing machine and made all the 
curtains, blinds and many of  
the cushion covers herself. ‘But, 
where we could afford it and felt 
it was really worthwhile, we did 
splash out,’ she says. ‘For instance, 
we chose bespoke, freestanding 
wooden kitchen units from 
deVOL. We picked them because 

we admire the craftsmanship and 
they provide the traditional feel 
were looking for in the kitchen.’ 

The first floor is reached by a 
simple, chunky oak staircase. The 
main bedroom, complete with 
sloping country cottage-style 
ceiling, has a relaxed atmos-
phere and is sparsely furnished 
while a white-painted Victorian 
bedstead that Merry picked up  
for £20 provides the focal point. 
‘We visited auctions to get buys 
like this inexpensively,’ she 

 Country touches add a 
rustic feel in the bedroom

‘THE HOUSE WE BUILT’
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